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Web Services are like a bigger LEGO Building Kit

Web services belong unquestionably to the future. In order for
this technology to be able to expand further, however, it re-
quires a standardized software product that allows so-called
composite applications to be created quickly and cost-
effectively with its tools. With the already industry-leading
software in the enterprise portal segment, Intrexx Xtreme, web
services of the future will orchestrate and put together, via
mouse click, service-oriented applications just like the colorful
little bricks.

Freiburg, 13 June 2007. ,The future of business software lies in web
services,” announced Shai Agassi, the long-time shaper of strategy at SAP,
already in 2006. Since then, many providers in the ERP field have worked
to create web services around their existing APls and thereby to prepare
smaller functional units of their software. These smaller building blocks
can then in return, similarly to LEGO bricks, be put together with services
of other producers into a so-called composite application. Such applica-
tions combine within a single interface various, and for the user no longer
identifiable, software products for the enterprise. This “enterprise mash-
up” combines, for example, complaints management with CRM software,
or checks article availability in resource management while an employee
works to create an offer for a customer.

The strategy has decisive advantages: individual applications can be per-
fectly adjusted for existing business processes. The loose coupling of the
software products makes it possible, at the same time, to also quickly
adjust existing processes to changing market conditions.

In addition to availability of services, a front end is required for users.
According to Gartner analyst Andy Kyte, web platforms are virtually pre-
destined for the creation of these mashups and the joining of a multitude
of data and information from web services of various origins and produc-
ers.
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The German software vendor United Planet promises with the delivery of
Version 4 of its portal software, Intrexx Xtreme, an interesting solution
for mid-size companies: United Planet integrates an orchestration module
for web services into the middle of the portal functions. The procedure
for this is astoundingly easy and effective: all web service description
files (WSDL) will be centrally collected with the help of wizards, and then
will be made available for use together with existing portal data, or the
data from ERP systems, in the visual Application Designer. Via mouse
click, the desired applications can now be composed and provided to us-
ers in the portal.

This allows services to be called up in combination and parameterized
with dynamic data from formulas. Even without programming knowledge,
this allows powerful applications to be created.

The equally fully integrated Process Manager in Intrexx allows all kinds of
applications to be linked with one another as well, in order to model
business activities and workflows. In doing so, it is steered by the inte-
grated users and rights manager, as with all modules in Intrexx. In addi-
tion, the Process Manager makes the direct integration of configured web
services possible. This allows for a vacation request process, for example,
to make the required survey of the vacation account in the HRM software,
which will then automatically execute further steps of the process based
on the survey’s results.

What happens, however, when individual providers of software products
are in no way able to offer required web services? For businesses that
decide on SOA, this is a problem at the beginning that can end the entire
strategy.

For these cases, foreign data access in Intrexx Xtreme allows for direct
access to the databases of third-party products. The data can then in re-
turn be made available to other products via the Web Service Provider in
Intrexx Xtreme. This generates web services with corresponding WSDL
files, which can then be integrated by customers and partners. Perfect
partnerships with great usefulness are created in this way, and the soft-
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ware of the third party producer need not be web-, or web service-
capable.

Intrexx Xtreme 4 is planned for introduction at the end of the second
quarter by United Planet. The complete system, containing the Portal
Manager and the corresponding Intrexx Application Server, costs per user
about 105 Euro plus VAT. A processor license for any number of users can
be purchased for 44,100 Euro net. Additional information can be found at
www.intrexx.com.
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About United Planet

With Intrexx Xtreme, the software vendor United Planet is counted among the
market leaders in the segment of private mid-size companies, public administra-
tions, and organizations in Germany. With this sector-neutral standard software,
intranets, enterprise portals, and web applications can be created and run with
the most modern of functions extremely quickly. Creating a portal with Intrexx
Xtreme can be made to exact specifications and can be constructed from already
existing components. Several thousand businesses worldwide already run their
business processes via an Intrexx portal and profit thereby from immense cost
savings.

United Planet is one of the few software firms that specialize exclusively on the
development of portal software. In addition to development at the head office at
Freiburg, Germany, a wide-reaching network of partners and consultants stand
ready to develop individual solutions to optimize business processes for custom-
ers.

As one of the founding members of the market segment of complete, “out-of-
the-box” and inexpensive intranets, the now internationally active company is a
technological leader with its Intrexx Xtreme software. This Java-based software
is delivered completely on one DVD and runs on Windows, Linux, and Sun Solaris.
Intrexx portals make it possible to integrate third-party data from ERP solutions
from almost any developer (SAP, Microsoft, Sage, etc.); a Business Adapter as-
sumes control of data modeling and user management for the corresponding
software.

The integration of a Process Manager into the newest version of Intrexx Xtreme
software shows the central role that the portal software plays in an organization:
out of the intranet of the past, the central processing hub of a business has de-
veloped. Out of the plain-looking browser interface with static contents, a living
interface for all kinds of business applications and processes has sprung up. Qual-
ity, knowledge, and process management, as well as data administration, is just
some of the many solutions ready today.

Intrexx and United Planet have received more than 15 awards and innovation
prizes internationally.

For more information, visit www.intrexx.com.
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